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[bookmark: _GoBack]EUSBSR Policy Area Tourism – role and added value
EUSBSR Policy Area Tourism facilitates structured cooperation in tourism across 8 Baltic Sea Region countries (soon 9 as Norway will join). It serves as a knowledge, coordination, and networking hub, collaborating closely with 30+ EU-funded projects, including Light in the Dark (with Poland in the programme area).
PA Tourism provides continuity and institutional memory for stakeholders previously engaged in:
· cross-border and transnational projects,
· thematic networks,
· pan-Baltic organisations and cooperation formats.
· It is also the organiser of the largest annual tourism event in the Baltic Sea Region – the Baltic Sea Tourism Forum (BSTF).
https://eusbsr.eu/policy-area-tourism/ and LinkedIn EUSBSR Policy Area Tourism
Newsletter: https://pohjois-pohjanmaan-liitto.creamailer.fi/subscribe/zqSavARaPAmLW 
1. Why tourism in border regions is not “only tourism”
In border areas such as Poland–Lithuania, tourism is not merely an economic sector. It functions as a tool for:
· social cohesion,
· cultural continuity,
· territorial and societal resilience.
As underlined by Joanna Kurowska-Pysz, effective cross-border cooperation should prioritise:
· strengthening local communities,
· preserving shared cultural heritage,
· building long-term trust across borders.
Tourism therefore, becomes a platform connecting people, cultures and institutions, particularly relevant in regions affected by:
· demographic decline,
· peripherality,
· geopolitical pressure.
2. Alignment with post-2027 priorities:
The post-2027 architecture of Interreg and Cohesion Policy clearly reinforces the importance of resilient border regions, societal security and social cohesion, anchored in a strong place-based approach. Within this framework, tourism gains strategic relevance not as a stand-alone sector, but as an integrated territorial instrument that supports local services and employment, strengthens cross-border identities and contributes to the long-term stabilisation of border communities. The emerging focus on “Resilient Border Regions” (ISO3) positions tourism as a practical mechanism to address demographic decline, peripherality, and functional gaps in border areas. Tourism projects in the Poland–Lithuania border region should therefore be designed as tools for community resilience, social innovation and cross-border integration, fully embedded in broader territorial development objectives rather than treated as isolated economic interventions.
3. Consistency with the updated EUSBSR Action Plan – PA Tourism
The updated EUSBSR Action Plan defines three core actions for tourism, all directly relevant for PL–LT border regions:
Action 1 – Promoting sustainable and regenerative tourism practices
Tourism should support the transition towards low-impact, place-based development, including:
· nature-based tourism,
· cultural and heritage tourism.
In border regions, this enables protection of landscapes and biodiversity & safeguarding shared cultural heritage.
Border areas can function as living laboratories of regenerative tourism, building on well-established Baltic Sea Region practices such as cycling, hiking and water-based tourism, supported through EUSBSR-linked project platforms (e.g. REGEN T project https://interreg-baltic.eu/project/regent/ ).
Action 2 – Securing a skilled workforce and promoting year-round tourism
Tourism contributes to resilience when it:
· diversifies local economies,
· supports SMEs and local service providers,
· reduces seasonality.
Border regions benefit particularly from:
· year-round tourism models,
· thematic diversification (nature, culture, tranquillity-based offers),
· skills development linked to innovation and digitalisation.
Examples from the Baltic Sea Region show how tourism can stabilise employment and services beyond peak seasons.
Action 3 – Strengthening competitiveness in rural and remote areas
Tourism offers a natural framework to:
· strengthen SMEs in rural and peripheral areas,
· improve destination management capacity,
· enhance cooperation across borders.
Competitiveness in border regions increasingly depends on:
· cooperation rather than competition,
· shared products and joint branding,
· smart use of digital tools and innovation.
PA Tourism supports this through networking, knowledge exchange and access to macro-regional platforms and events.
Good examples & practices:
· 12 PA Tourism Interreg BSR project supported in 2021-2027: https://interreg-baltic.eu/projects/ (add „Tourism” as a search word)
· 12 PA Tourism-related Interreg SBP projects from 3.1 measure https://southbaltic.eu/discover-our-projects/project-database-2021-2027/?wpnonce=3e11513283&sortorder=desc&searchkey=&cel=ortp-3-3.1+Developing+sustainable%2C+resilient%2C+and+innovative+tourism 

4. Ideas for strategic areas of intervention for PL–LT border tourism
1) Culture & identity – tourism as a guardian of shared heritage
· Develop cross-border cultural routes and narratives connecting Polish and Lithuanian heritage.
· Use tourism to protect minority cultures and revitalise small towns and villages.
· Position cultural tourism as a tool of dialogue and continuity, not only a market product.
2) Social responsibility & community resilience
· Promote community-based tourism involving residents, NGOs and social enterprises.
· Strengthen local services and employment.
· Reduce out-migration and increase social inclusion.
· Tourism becomes a mechanism for keeping border communities active, connected and viable.
3) Sustainable and regenerative development of border territories
· Position border regions as model areas for:
· cycling and soft mobility,
· nature-based tourism,
· slow and off-season Tourism, 
· support climate adaptation, balanced territorial development and environmental „stewardship”.

Contact:
Magda Leszczyna Rzucidło, EUSBSR Policy Area Tourism Coordinator (Pomorskie Tourist Board, Poland) – m.rzucidlo@prot.gda.pl
In Finland: Anna-Maija Toivonen - anna-maija.toivonen@pohjois-pohjanmaa.fi 
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